
A pressurized irrigation system diversion point 

on a Nampa Meridian Irrigation District canal. 

A large drum filter is used to remove any 

debris from the canal water. (NMID Photo) 
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  A dozen new Ada County residential subdivisions connected to pressurized irrigation systems 

managed by the Nampa & Meridian Irrigation District in 2014, nearly twice as many as in 2013, NMID 

officials announced. 

 

 District officials say a resurgent home building 

economy in the valley probably accounts for the increase.  

Only seven subdivisions connected to NMID pressurized 

systems in 2013.  

 

The 12 new pressurized irrigation systems bring to 

379 the total number of Treasure Valley subdivisions that use 

inexpensive canal water supplied by NMID to irrigate lawns, 

gardens and landscaping rather than municipal drinking 

water. 

 

NMID has calculated that its pressurized urban 

irrigation systems reduce by about 5 billion gallons annually 

the amount of municipal drinking water that would be needed 

to meet the irrigation needs of the 379 subdivisions. That’s a 

savings of approximately 15,300 acre feet of water; an acre 

foot is enough water to cover one acre of land with water a 

foot deep. 

 

The dozen new systems represent 267.3 acres of land. All together, the NMID pressurized program 

provides water to 5,658 acres and represents 15,142 individual parcels of residential and commercial land in 

Ada and Canyon County.  

  

 “The continued population growth in the Treasure Valley has put a premium on doing all we can to 

preserve our valley’s precious aquifers. The ability to use non-potable canal water from the Boise River to 

irrigate lawns, gardens and landscaping rather than increasing demand on the aquifer that supplies the 

Treasure Valley’s drinking water is a valuable alternative,” said Daren Coon, NMID Secretary Treasurer. 

 

 The Nampa & Meridian Irrigation District is a water storage, conveyance and distribution system 

founded in 1904.  The District also supplies irrigation water to some 69,000 acres of farmland, residential 

and commercial land in Ada and Canyon counties.  More information about the District, including 

information on pressurized urban irrigation systems, is also available on its website:  www.nmid.org. 
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